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     Can you believe it’s already December?  The children are already getting very excited at this magical time of 

year!  November was a very busy month.  We would like to thank you for your recent participation in a number of 

things—the Scholastic book orders, pasta and candle orders.   It was good to meet with all of you recently for 

parent-teacher conferences.  We appreciate all your support for the children and our school. We hope you all 

enjoyed the Thanksgiving holiday with family and friends.   I meant to mention last month that we usually go to 

SAMS Pantry before Thanksgiving and take some donations.  This year, we’re planning to go in the spring as 

we’ve learned that donations are also very much appreciated before the summer when there are less food drives. 

 

     Our “Good Deeds Turkey” looks very plump and fluffy indeed with all his beautiful feathers—a wonderful 

reflection of all the help your children have given you at home and at school.  They are very excited and proud to 

have their good deeds read aloud every morning!  This month, each class will be starting something new.  The 

children will all be decorating a Christmas tree triangle and then we’ll put them all together to form a larger tree.  

Each time we see kindness shown at school, we’ll add a Christmas light!  We’re sure to have a very, sparkly tree! 

 

     Our thanks for your support each morning as the children practice signing in and learning their phone numbers.  

We’re so proud of them and some now know them by heart!  Later we’ll work on their last names and addresses 

but it wouldn’t hurt to show them where their address numbers are at home-on your mailbox, above the door, etc. 

 

     This month we’ll talk about the letters & sounds of “Ss” for Santa and snow, “Jj” for jingle bells and “Rr” for 

reindeer. We do number practice daily with counting the number of days we attend school by adding a stick to our 

number chart and making bundles of ten.  Many are learning to count by 10’s and 1’s and have a good 

understanding of two digit numbers, and the number that precedes/follows a given number. We continue to learn 

the correct formation of numbers and often practice writing them “in the air” with our pointer finger of our 

dominant hand.  This helps to internalize the correct method.  Their December calendar will be going home soon. 

 

     This week, the children will also be bringing home a Santa Countdown Calendar. It was a multi-step project, 

like many they will do in kindergarten.   They traced and cut out the hat and beard.  They also counted out 25 

cotton balls with an adult (1-24 for the beard and one for the hat).  Please help your child find a good place to 

hang it up so they can add one cotton ball daily.  When Santa’s beard is filled, it will be the day before Christmas!  

 

     Please encourage counting in daily activities at home, in the grocery store, up/down stairs, etc. with 

1 to 1 correspondence.  They should now be learning to count to 20.  You can also challenge your child with 

missing addend problems such as, “We have 3 plates on the table and we have 5 people in our family.  How many 

more plates do we need?”  These are tricky concepts for this age but they can do it with practice! 

 

     The children worked hard to make their Thanksgiving wreaths.  Each letter was carefully copied off the 

chalkboard in the Art Room. We frequently remind the children about their writing posture, holding their pencils 

in the tri-grip mode, to work carefully and be proud of their work.  These types of projects all help in preparing 

them for the expectations of kindergarten with sitting for longer lengths of time, listening to directions and 

knowing how to form their letters and numbers properly.  This small group allows us to give each student lots of 

time and attention but please encourage them to practice writing their numbers & letters correctly and 

drawing/coloring pictures at home.   

 

     This time of year brings forth another special writing opportunity—our letters to Santa! As with the wreath 

leaves, we will do a little each day so it is not so overwhelming.  They will be hung up for a while before being 

mailed to the North Pole!  

 

     We have several special guests lined up this month to learn about many holiday celebrations!  This week, we’ll 

learn about Hanukkah, the following week about Kwanzaa and then Rev. Hitch from St. John’s Episcopal Church 

will talk to the children about Christmas.  We also have a lovely class set of storybooks we’ll read together to help 

us learn more about Christmas around the world.  We all know the importance of learning about other cultures 

and religions to promote understanding, peace and unity, and the earlier, the better.  
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Outdoor Clothing – Please remember to label each piece of outdoor clothing and a large, strong carrier bag.  

NOTE:  Silver Sharpies work well on black/dark colors.  Also, if your child has an extra pair of shoes to keep at 

school, it saves packing them back and forth each day.  Thank you.   

 

A Look Ahead… 

 

Holiday Family Fun Night – Thurs. Dec. 13/18 

Please join us for a fun evening with our preschool families: 

6:00 – Winter craft making 

6:30 – Sing-A-Long in Williams Hall with special guests 

7:00 – Movie:  Merry Madagascar 

          Encourage your children to wear their pajamas and bring a blanket or pillow to enjoy the movie.  Snacks 

will be provided.  Please feel free to invite friends and family to join the fun! 

 

Preschool Holiday Party – Thurs. Dec. 20/18 – Foyer area in Preschool 

9:15 – Children’s Presentation 

9:30 – Sing-A- Long 

10:15 Snack – I’ll have the sign-up sheet out as a reminder if you previously signed up for a party item.  Except 

for the cookies, I would appreciate if all items could be brought in before the party day. 

 

Mid-Year Clean-up Night – Thurs. Dec. 20/18 – 6:30 pm  

If you are scheduled for the mid-year clean-up, you will be receiving a reminder.  Please mark your calendars.  

Remember to wear old clothes as we use bleach.  No children please.  Plan to stay for a few hours until everything 

is cleaned and sanitized.  Thanks in advance for your help. 

 

Friday, Dec. 21 – Tuesday, Jan. 1 – Holiday Break 

Wednesday, Jan. 2 – Preschool Resumes 

 

 * * * * * * * * * *   

 

 

     I think we all remember the excitement of having new crayons at the beginning of a new school year!  Might I 

suggest your children possibly receive a new package of crayons or colored pencils and white paper at Christmas?  

They love to draw, color and use their imaginations!  (Many have been drawing treasure maps at playtime!) 

Please encourage them to hold their pencils/crayons correctly in the tri-grip position.  The reason I didn’t say 

markers is because you have to hold a pencil or crayon a little tighter and give it more pressure to show up, 

compared to markers.  This helps develop those little muscles in their fingers and hands to improve fine-motor 

skills.  Playdoh and Lego also provide fun opportunities to develop these muscles and use imagination!               

   

As always, we thank you for your ongoing support and most of all, the gift of teaching your children. 

Best wishes for a wonderful, relaxing holiday season with family and friends! 

                                              Hope Santa brings you all a good book!  Ho Ho Ho!!! 

 

                                                           Sincerely, 

                                                           Wendy Fritsch, Stacy Grillo and Sarah Hahn 
 

 

 

 

 

 


